
 

 

Site Search Search Local Business Listings

  

Home Business Sports Entertainment Living Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds Shop Place An Ad 

 
Ann Arbor  

 ANN ARBOR NEWS
The Latest Community, Education & Government News, Blogs, Photos & Videos 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 
• See coupons and values for local 
businesses. Click here!  
• The Upper Hand in Business - 
See the Michigan Advantage  
•  Get Free Moving Quotes from 
Prescreened, Licensed Moving 
Companies 
 

ANN ARBOR NEWS 

Resources 
• RSS  | Newsletters  

• Follow on Twitter   

• Facebook us!   

Contacts 
• The Ann Arbor News  
• Livingston Community 

News  
• MLive.com  

Browse by day posted: 

 

 

Browse by week posted: 

 

 

Select a date

Select a date

LOCAL NEWS 

Ann Arbor 
• Merger complete 

between Chelsea 
Community Hospital and 
the Saint Joseph Mercy 
Health System  

• Temple Beth Emeth 
volunteers swarm Alpha 
House in Ann Arbor for 
spring cleaning  

MORE ANN ARBOR » 

Ypsilanti 
• Lane closures start on 

Washtenaw Avenue in 
Ypsilanti Monday  

• Fundraiser for Lincoln 
seniors  

MORE YPSILANTI » 

Regional 
• Plymouth-Canton, Utica 

schools close on flu 
report  

• Merger complete 
between Chelsea 
Community Hospital and 
the Saint Joseph Mercy 
Health System  

Google's Larry Page offers advice to the Class of 
2009 at the University of Michigan 
by Tina Reed | The Ann Arbor News 
Saturday May 02, 2009, 12:47 PM 

In a sentence, what's the secret to changing the world? When Google co-
founder Larry Page spoke to the University of Michigan's freshest crop of 
graduates Saturday - many whom are entering the job market in one of 
the toughest economies in decades - the answer was simple. 

"Always work hard on something uncomfortably exciting," Page told 
about 4,000 graduates and an estimated crowd of 35,000 to 40,000 
people at Michigan Stadium during U-M's spring commencement. 

Page, who received a bachelor's degree in engineering with a 
concentration in computer engineering from U-M in 1995, said his roots 
at U-M run deep. His grandfather, an assembly line worker for General 
Motors in Flint, insisted that Page's father attend college at U-M. The 
university was where his father and mother met, Page said, and his 
brother also attended U-M. 

"This is way more than a homecoming for me. It's not easy for me to 
express how proud I am to be here," Page said. "It's an amazing institution 
that is responsible for my very existence." 

Photo by Lon Horwedel, The Ann Arbor News 

Two University of Michigan graduates sport 2009 sunglasses as they and classmates 
enjoy commencement festivities at Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor Saturday. 

FEATURED NEWS VIDEO 

Ann Arbor News headlines 
• Photos: Burns Park Run 2009 4:38 PM  
• Plymouth-Canton, Utica schools close 

on flu report 12:43 PM  
• Lane closures start on Washtenaw 

Avenue in Ypsilanti Monday 9:56 AM  
• Fundraiser for Lincoln seniors 8:52 AM  
• Merger complete between Chelsea 

Community Hospital and the Saint 
Joseph Mercy Health System 1:10 AM  

• Temple Beth Emeth volunteers 
swarm Alpha House in Ann Arbor for 
spring cleaning 1:05 AM  

More: Ann Arbor News » 

Ads by
Why Pay For White Teeth?
Learn the trick to whiter teeth 
from a stay-at-home mom for 
under $10...  Learn more

Top 3 Wrinkle Creams for 2009
Skin Secrets Revealed. Before 
you buy, see what's been voted 
the Top Wrinkle cream of the 
year!  Learn more

'Do Wrinkle Creams Work?'
We reviewed the top wrinkle 
creams. You'll be "shocked" at 
what we found!  Learn more

1 Trick For Whiter Teeth
Whiten your teeth 5 shades in 
one hour by following this simple 
rule...  Learn more

Teeth Whitening Exposed!
The Secrets Dentists don't want 
you to know about Teeth 
Whitening!   Learn more

ANN ARBOR WEATHER 

Ann Arbor, MI  

• Other Cities, Radar, More ... 
• Change Location  

 
67° F  
19° C 

Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more... Submit Qu

News 

News Michigan News Livingston Ypsilanti Opinion Obituaries Crime Traffic Lottery Weather

New on MLive.com: choose your local coverage 

The first time you view the new MLive.com, you'll see the "Statewide" version of the home 
page. You can select local coverage using the links below. You can also choose to have the site 
remember your selection. Learn more about setting your local coverage  

Page 1 of 4Google's Larry Page offers advice to the Class of 2009 at the University of Michigan - An...

5/3/2009http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/05/post_2.html



MORE REGIONAL » 

Courts, Crime & Police 
• 4 men attack and rob an 

Ypsilanti Township man 
in his apartment, police 
say  

• Bicyclist struck by car 
near University of 
Michigan Central 
Campus, suffers minor 
injuries  

MORE CRIME » 

Traffic 
• Lane closures start on 

Washtenaw Avenue in 
Ypsilanti Monday  

MORE TRAFFIC » 

Politics 
• Chelsea School District 

wants voters to approve 
$18.7 million bond issue  

MORE POLITICS » 

Education 
• Plymouth-Canton, Utica 

schools close on flu 
report  

MORE EDUCATION » 

Editor's Choice 
• At Ann Arbor 

Community Center, 
many changes followed 
embezzlement  

MORE EDITOR'S 
CHOICE » 

LIVINGSTON NEWS 

The Livingston 
Community News 
• Karaoke is a big draw, 

fun night out in 
Hamburg  

• 5 receive Congressional 
Medals of Merit today  

MORE LIVINGSTON »  

SPECIAL REPORTS 

• District at a crossroads: 
Willow Run 
Superintendent Doris 
Hope-Jackson draws 
strong support, harsh 
criticism  
• District at a crossroads: 
Willow Run struggles to 
boost student 
achievement  

MORE REPORTS » 

PHOTO GALLERIES 

Features Galleries: 

 
• Photo Gallery: Faces in 

the Crowd, WCC Earth 
Day  

• Photo Gallery: Faces in 
the Crowd, Eastern 
Easter Egg Hunt  

BUY | MORE 
GALLERIES » 

 
Page told the crowd he was 23 years old when he had an idea in the 
middle of the night that was the origin of Google. In the mid-1990s, while 
he was a graduate student at Stanford, Page and a colleague undertook a 
research project to find a better way to search the Internet, ultimately 
creating Google. Today, the 10-year-old company has annual revenues of 
more than $16 billion, more than 19,000 employees and two citations on 
Fortune magazine's list of best places to work. 

Page, who received an honorary doctorate in engineering Saturday, told 
the graduates to not to be afraid of using their knowledge to try new 
things in ways that haven't been tried before. 

"Since no one else is crazy enough to do it, you'll have little competition," 
he said. 
Commencement returned to Michigan Stadium after a change in venue 
last year due to a major renovation under way at the facility. This year 
construction took a time-out and parts of the stadium were blocked off to 
allow graduation to return to Big House. Spectators and graduates sat on 
the west side of the bowl, with the podium on the field. 

Several of the commencement speakers acknowledged the economic 
recession and the stressed job market the graduates are entering. 

U-M President Mary Sue Coleman said she'd never sent a graduating class 
into a situation like what the country is currently facing. 

 

 

 
"We all know the headlines, the economy is fragile, the auto industry is 
bleeding, foreclosures are up and the job market is down," Coleman 
said. "And yet, I have tremendous confidence in the ability of this class of 

Photo by Lon Horwedel, The Ann Arbor News 

Google co-founder Larry Page, discussing his ties to Michigan, holds up a hammer 
his grandfather used to protect himself while on the picket line when he was an 
autoworker in Flint. Speaking during the University of Michigan commencement at 
Michigan Stadium, Page, a U-M alum, urged the Class of 2009 to try things that 
haven't been done before. 

  

 

Videos: Washtenaw County releases video 
recordings of fatal struggle involving deputies 

 

MORE NEWS VIDEOS » 

Most Commented on MLive.com 
The stories you're talking about 

184  
comments

Quarterback Matthew 
Stafford draws praise from 
other top picks in Lions' first 
minicamp practice

154  
comments

Lions' DeAndre Levy makes 
move into the middle

143  
comments

Rookie Brandon Pettigrew to 
be held out of Lions' 
afternoon workout

77  
comments

Walled Lake's Justin Goltz 
does well in 'battle' with 
Lions' No. 1 draft pick

56  
comments

Lions' Louis Delmas finally 
cashes in, picks off Matthew 
Stafford

45  
comments

Lions might not be interested 
in trading for Larry Foote

41  
comments

Packers considered taking 
Lions' Brandon Pettigrew at 
No. 9

39  
comments

Nicklas Lidstrom's last-
minute goal lifts Red Wings 
past Anaheim in Game 1

32  
comments

Red Wings' Jiri Hudler 
receives 'vicious, dirty hit' 
from Anaheim's Mike Brown 
in Game 1

29  
comments

Granderson's homer pushes 
Tigers past Indians

NEWS & VIEWS 

A2 Politics 
by News Staff 
• University of 

Michigan College 

Page 2 of 4Google's Larry Page offers advice to the Class of 2009 at the University of Michigan - An...

5/3/2009http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/05/post_2.html



  

ADVERTISEMENT 
• See coupons and values for local 
businesses. Click here!  
• The Upper Hand in Business - 
See the Michigan Advantage  
•  Get Free Moving Quotes from 
Prescreened, Licensed Moving 
Companies 
  

  

Sports Galleries: 

 
• Photos: First Day of UM 

Spring Football Practice 
3.14.09  

• Photos: No. 10 Ohio 
State 42, Michigan 7  

• Photo gallery: U-M vs. 
Northwestern  

BUY | MORE 
GALLERIES » 

READER PHOTOS 

A2 Muskrat #2 

 
SEE MORE »  

UPLOAD YOURS »  

 

CONTESTS  
Contests and Games 

Click Here 

graduates, the Class of 2009, to be leaders who will move us forward as a 
community, a state and as a nation." 

If the graduates were worried, they'd didn't show it. The mood at the 
stadium was celebratory and optimistic as graduates cheered, waved to 
family members and posed for pictures on the sunny, mild morning. 

Graduate Ben Townsend, who received his degree in comparative 
literature, said he plans to live in Ann Arbor through the summer and 
spend time looking for a job. 
"I'm just enjoying the day right now and I'll start figuring out what I'll do 
next tomorrow," Townsend said. 

Arthur Edge said graduating was bittersweet, but he is ready to find a job 
and start working. He earned a degree in science and chemical 
engineering and plans to find a pharmaceutical job, but he doesn't expect 
to be able to find a job Michigan. 

"I'm from Detroit and have enjoyed living there," Edge said. "But starting 
out, I just don't see that opportunity to find a job there." 

Several graduates echoed his sentiments, expressing doubt they'd find a 
job or the city life they were looking for within the state. 

"I've always wanted to be in a big city. It's so vibrant, there are so many 
people, there's so much diversity, so many things to do," said Freya 
Motafram, who earned a degree in business administration. She wants to 
move to a place like Chicago or New York City. There's nothing like that in 
Michigan, she said. 

But other students, like Erica Braverman, who earned a degree in 
Spanish, say they plan to either find jobs or continue their studies in 
Michigan. "If you have to move, you have to move," she said. "But I'd 
rather stay." 

Either way, Motafram walked away from the commencement feeling 
inspired. 

"People were telling us, 'Don't look at these tough economic times and 
how rough things are. Try to look at these times as a great opportunity to 
take a dream and run with it.' Just like Larry Page." 

Contact Tina Reed at 734-994-6843 or email her at 
treed@annarbornews.com. Or follow her on Twitter @TreedinAA. 
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Posted by meanmustard on 05/02/09 at 10:17PM 

A good time it was! 
 

Posted by Insidethehal on 05/03/09 at 9:51AM 

"They come and they go Hobbs, they come and they go." 

Good luck Class of 09! 
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